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Professor Madcap’s Mishap 
 

Professor Madcap has to give a talk about decorative features on buildings and other structures. Unfortunately his slides 
and lecture notes are all jumbled up. Can you help him sort them out in time? Each picture matches a description. 
Correctly pair the right picture to its corresponding description by drawing a line between them.  

 

 

 
 

 Console 
A console is an ornamental bracket 
with a curved outline. This particular 
example is tucked under the eaves of 
a roof and gives the illusion that it is 
helping to support it. 
 

  

 
 

 Cupola 
Cupola means dome. Usually the term 
is used to describe a small dome. 
These are often sited on a round 
turret or a roof top. Sometimes they 
are used to crown the top of a much 
larger dome. 
 

       

 

 Quoins 
Some buildings have decorative 
quoins on their corners. These are 
dressed stones used to highlight the 
angle of the corner. The alternating 
pattern is known as long and short 
work. 
 

 

 
 

 Ogee hipped roof 
The towers on this building have ogee 
hipped roofs. Ogee means a double 
curve (like the letter s on its side). A 
hipped roof tapers inward from the 
ends as well as the sides. 
 

       
 

 
 

 Balustrade 
A balustrade is basically a handrail. 
This example decorates a bridge but 
they are also used on staircases. The 
ornate posts supporting the stone 
coping above (forming the handrail) 
are called balusters.   
 

  

 
 

 Shaped Gable 
The area of wall at the end of a double 
pitched roof is known as a gable.  A 
shaped gable is a more decorative 
form of this. Rather than just a plain, 
straight edge it features a number of 
curves and is generally more ornate. 
 


